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Wine tasting in Barossa

Air New Zealand will have the 
B787-9 premium economy seat 
on show at PAICE 2016

Oceania and many more,’ says PAICE manager 
Allyssa Eastaugh.

‘We are seeing more offshore destinations 
being added to the consideration set of New 
Zealand based incentive and meeting planners as 
well as corporate travellers and travel managers. 
This is a trend that is sure to continue and it is 
being reflected at PAICE,’ Eastaugh says.

She points to the new Singapore Airlines 
service that connects Wellington with Canberra, 
plus a number of new gateways from Auckland to 
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More geographical 
diversity than ever 
before, innovations 
such as Australia’s 
Event Creators, 
and some amazing 
prizes up for grabs 
are all features of 
PAICE 2016.

Being held at SKYCITY Auckland Convention 
Centre on 9 November, this year’s PAICE has 
attracted a strong contingent from Australia, the 
Pacific Islands, Asia and beyond.

‘We are welcoming new exhibitors such as 
Exotic Holidays, Hong Kong Airlines, the Carlson 
rezidor Hotel Group, Grand Pacific Hotel in Suva, 
and Across Argentina who are joining a diverse 
selection of providers ranging from Coach Tours 
of Australia to the Singapore Tourism Board, 
Movenpick Hotels & resorts to Hawaii Tourism 

Spreading the net – 
more places in consideration set
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Flashback to PAICE 2015… Business Events 
Australia is again the major sponsor of PAICE 2016

Sigatoka River Safari and Off 
Road Cave Safari have a prize 
on offer at the expo

Grand Pacific Hotel, the heritage 
property that is putting Suva on the 
incentive map, is making its debut at 
PAICE this year. 

GPH will be promoting special 
privileges and group rates for stays 
from 10 November 2016 to 10 July 
2017. Organisers booking a group with 
a minimum of 15 rooms and staying a 
minimum of three consecutive nights in 
any three leading categories will receive 
special rates and inclusions such as full 
American buffet breakfast, free wifi, 
complimentary 10 minute neck massage 
in the Bliss Spa, welcome drink and cold 
towels on arrival, and more.

Organisers who book a group 
gala dinner will receive one hour 
complimentary pre-dinner cocktails. The 
hotel is also offering one complimentary 
room for every 15 paying rooms to a 
maximum of three complimentary rooms 
per group.

Details available at PAICE.
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Fiji’s grand 
lady promotes 

specials

Asia, North America and South America.
Increasing connections are a theme which 

Stuart Jones, sales manager groups of Air New 
Zealand, will be expanding on.

‘In the past year we have grown capacity on our 
network by more than 10% with our international 
network playing a key part,’ says Jones.

‘This was largely due to the launch of three 
new international routes – Buenos Aires, Houston 
(which will soon celebrate one year of operation), 
and our seasonal service to Ho Chi Minh City, 
which we recently announced will operate for 
a second season in 2017. In the past year we 
have also entered into two new revenue sharing 
alliances with Air China and United Airlines, and 
we are resuming services to Osaka, Japan, further 
connecting Kiwis with the world.’

Air New Zealand will be promoting its new 
and refurbished lounges at PAICE, while also 
emphasising the increasing number of premium 
seats on its Boeing 787-9 Dreamliners.

‘For the first time at PAICE, visitors will be able 
to experience the triple award winning premium 
economy seat featuring on all long-haul services 
from late 2017.’

Australia in force 

Business Events Australia is back as the 
premium sponsor of PAICE this year. BEA is 
bringing its popular Brain Food Breakfast back to 
the event, as well as adding a new feature that is 
set to add even more innovation to PAICE.

‘Our new Australia’s Event Creators will give 
incentive planners in particular exciting new 
ideas of how to maximise the opportunities 
Australia presents,’ says Jenny Aitken, country 
manager New Zealand for Business Events 
Australia / Tourism Australia.

‘We have listened to the market, and they 
were telling us they wanted to see more event 

services, venues and speciality product at PAICE 
given the high volume of business events 
activity from NZ. The Australia’s Event Creators is 
our response to that feedback.’

The products in Australia’s Event Creators are 
Country Culture, Dreamweavers, Doltone House, 
Australian National Maritime Museum and 
Ultimate Wineries of Australia.

‘Our key objective is always to differentiate 
Australia from other countries and destinations 
and to demonstrate its capabilities and its 
diversity. There really is nothing like Australia 
when it comes to business events.’

In addition, PAICE 2016 has about 50 Australian 
exhibitors from all over the country, including 
new participants such as Canberra Convention 
Bureau, BridgeClimb Sydney, The Byron at Byron 
resort & Spa, iFLY Indoor Skydiving, and Palazzo 
versace (returning after several years).

They join established faces such as Business 
Events Sunshine Coast, village roadshow Theme 
Parks, QT resorts, virgin Australia and many 
more. (See full exhibitor listing on page 25)

Prizes galore 

AccorHotels is giving away a four night holiday 
in Buenos Aires (excluding flights), Hong Kong 
Airlines has two business class tickets up for 
grabs, and Perth Convention Bureau is offering 
one lucky PAICE delegate the opportunity to 
visit the ‘new Perth’ (including economy flights 
and two nights’ accommodation). And that’s just 
the tip of the iceberg.

Delegates are urged to visit the virgin 
Australia stand to see how they can win a seat 
on an exclusive vA and Tourism Australia famil to 
the Gold Coast and Byron Bay. 

They can also win an Australian Akubra 
with Northern Territory Convention Bureau, a 
memorable journey with Sigatoka river Safari 

and Off road Cave Safari in Fiji,  accommodation 
and park passes with village roadshow 
Theme Parks on the Gold Coast, and much 
more. A full list of prizes and promotions, as 
well as visitor registration, can be found at  
www.paicexpo.co.nz
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The direct Wellington – Canberra flights operated by 
Singapore Airlines are opening up new opportunities 
for both association and corporate business events, 
says Canberra Convention Bureau director of 
marketing and communications, Giselle Radulovic.

there is more than one 
way to view Canberra 

East Hotel Jamala Wildlife Lodge

are also in the city’s sights.
‘We are talking to Singapore Airlines about how 

we can bring individual decision makers here. 
There are a lot of pre-conceptions about Canberra 
but things have really changed over here in the 
last five years. Once we get people here and show 
them around, we often write business as a result.’

Canberra will be at PAICE for the first time 
this year, prompted by the new flight.

‘We’ll be talking about knowledge, 

Canberra flies  
into Kiwis’ sights

PAICE PrEvIEW

culture and influence; our innovation and 
research hubs, our universities and our other  
tertiary institutions.’

She says academics like to meet in Canberra 
not only to exchange ideas with their peers but 
because it is an ideal environment in which to 
raise issues and policy positions and to seek 
funding and approval for innovative projects.

‘This a place people can invest in, visit and 
study in.’ 

radulovic says Canberra has a number of funky 
and interesting hotels, such as the Jamala Wildlife 
Lodge – an African style lodge set in zoo grounds.

Other options include QT Canberra, Hotel 
Hotel, The Little National, and the ‘super funky’ 
East Hotel. For those seeking international and 
recognised brands, Canberra has names such as 
Crowne Plaza, Hyatt and Novotel.

‘Traditionally Canberra has attracted a lot 
of national association meetings,’ radulovic 
says. ‘Now we will be able to expand into the 
Australasian associations and have much more 
of an ANZ focus. We will also be able to reach out 
to Kiwis to boost delegate numbers. We think 
it puts Canberra in contention for conferences 
that it probably wouldn’t have been considered 
for in the past.’

She says corporate events out of New Zealand 
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Sydney and NSW attract one of the world’s most spectacular line-ups of musical 
productions, high adrenalin sports, exciting cultural experiences and artistic 
collaborations. Find out more at sydney.com/nz.

Please note that events are subject to change or cancellation (check relevant website for further details prior to the event). 
Destination NSW acknowledges and appreciates all photographic images supplied by each event owner for use in this advertisement. 

If it’s on in Sydney, it’s on sydney.com/nz
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SYDNEY OPERA 
HOUSE – 
THE OPERA (THE 
EIGHTH WONDER)
28 – 29 Oct and 
3 – 5 Nov 2016
Watch the epic tale 
of Sydney’s famous 
building come to life. 
Sydney Opera House 
Forecourt

EMIRATES 
AUSTRALIAN 
OPEN GOLF
17 – 20 Nov 2016
The world’s best 
including Jason Day, 
Jordan Spieth and 
Adam Scott, compete 
for Australian golf’s 
most prized trophy.
Royal Sydney Golf 
Club, Rose Bay

HSBC SYDNEY 7s
3 – 5 February 2017
A fun, colourful and 
fast-paced seven-
a-side competition 
with 16 teams from 
around the world.
Allianz Stadium, 
Sydney

HANDA OPERA ON 
SYDNEY HARBOUR – 
CARMEN
24 March – 
23 April 2017
Sydney’s spectacular 
cultural event on 
Sydney Harbour.
Mrs Macquarie’s 
Road, Sydney

ARSENAL FC 
IN SYDNEY
13 & 15 July 2017
English Premier 
League giants are set 
to play back-to-back 
blockbusters.
Allianz Stadium, 
Sydney Olympic Park
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Meet with Business Events Sunshine Coast and destination management experts South East Events to 
discover an exceptional selection of money-can’t-buy incentive experiences to motivate, inspire and reward.

businesseventssunshinecoast.com  |  businessevents@visitsunshinecoast.com

Signature experiences showcase at PAICE 2016

village roadshow Theme Parks conferences 
and events sales manager Caroline Duveau-
Clayton says the new venue provides an exciting 
opportunity for Sea World to host under cover 
events on a much larger scale.

‘The Sea World Plaza offers an al fresco, fully 
covered venue of 1500 square metres located in 
the middle of Sea World near the park’s world-
class rides and attractions, fair games and animal 
exhibits,’ she says.

‘The Sea World Plaza venue can be themed to 
any formal or casual occasion which will leave 

New event venue on 
offer on Gold Coast

PAICE PrEvIEW

delegates with a lasting impression.’
The addition of the Sea World Plaza comes 

shortly after the recent opening, at Sea World 
resort, of a multi-million dollar conference 
centre which can cater for up to 950.

Now, a year on since the conference centre’s 
opening, Sea World resort is offering a range of 
incentives including a $2000 holiday. Organisers 
who hold their conference between 1 July 2016 
and 30 June 2017, will have the chance to win 
(terms and conditions apply).

Sea World resort has also unveiled its newly 
refurbished lobby precinct which has redefined 
the reception, lounge and surrounding 
restaurant and bar areas.

Sea World will offer a number of prizes at PAICE. 
These include two night’s accommodation at 
Sea World resort including breakfast and entry 
to Sea World.

Other prizes are four tickets to the Australian 
Outback Spectacular, four vIP passes to Sea 
World and three soft and cuddly plushes.

Village Roadshow 
Theme Parks will 
be promoting its 
newest events 
space - Sea World 
Plaza - at PAICE.

the new look Sea World 
Plaza that has just opened 
in the Gold Coast
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qtgoldcoast.com.au

EVENTS WITH 
A DIFFERENCE

QT PORT DOUGLAS
Nestled amongst the lush tropical 
surroundings of beautiful Port Douglas 
and located only 55 minutes from Cairns 
Airport, QT PORT DOUGLAS is the perfect 
place for your next conference or event. 

This vibrant, designer hotel offers 170 guest 
rooms, including studio rooms and spacious 
one and two bedroom apartments set around 
a sprawling lagoon style pool. Enjoy signature 
concepts such as Bazaar, an interactive 
marketplace style restaurant, Estilo cocktail 
bar, and Moonlight Cinema, a custom 
cinematic experience designed especially for 
our guests which runs from July until September. 

Our unique and flexible event facilities 
offer all you expect and more – chic 
designer finishes, unforgettable food and 
drink experiences, space for up to 350 
guests and a friendly events team. 

For bookings and enquiries call 07 4099 8900.

qtportdouglas.com.au

QT GOLD COAST
Situated on the Surfers Paradise city fringe, 
just 200 metres from the Pacific Ocean,  
QT GOLD COAST cleverly fuses colour  
and quirk to create extraordinary meetings 
and events.

The hotel boasts 297 designer guestrooms 
featuring dazzling ocean or mountain views, 
plus 3 floors of dedicated conference space 
including a grand scale Ballroom for up to 
750 delegates. 

Combine this with the hotels four renowned 
restaurants and bars: Bazaar Marketplace, 
Stingray Lounge Bar, Fixx Café and 
Yamagen Restaurant and delegates  
will be spoilt for choice. 

Offering a total of 14 conference and  
event venues this grand scale, special  
event property will inspire memorable  
events delivered through a team of  
passionate conference 
and event specialists. 

For bookings  
and enquires  
call 07 5584 1240.

101-1308 GC+PD Dual FP Ad Oct 16.indd   1 29/09/2016   1:39 pm
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Hemingway’s Brewery is part of  
the Reef Marina redevelopment

Flames of the Forest is a 
popular incentive inclusion 
near Port Douglas

resurgence in the business events sector, with 
excellent delegate numbers already confirmed 
for 2017.’

Johnson and others in the region point to the 
opening of Hemingway’s Brewery recently as 
providing another function space for groups. It 
is part of The reef Marina’s multi-million dollar 
refurbishment in Port Douglas and the head 
brewer is Jared Stewart, formerly of Moa in  
New Zealand.

Resurgence of 
Port Douglas

The brewery’s top floor, named Upstairs@
Hemingway’s, includes a bar and event centre 
with views across the marina. The ground 
floor has an expansive garden bar and lounge  
bar areas.

Sheraton 

The A$43 million renovation of Sheraton 
Mirage Port Douglas was completed late August 
and included the refurbishment of all guest 
rooms, suites and public areas. As part of the 
upgrade, the resort also introduced 41 Lagoon 
Edge rooms and 12 Lagoon Edge Studio Suites 
on the ground floor with private balconies 
offering guests views of and direct access to the 
resort’s saltwater lagoon swimming pool.

As a conference venue, the resort caters 
for events from 20 to 1000 guests. Facilities 
include Glade Pavilion, North Queensland’s 
largest pillarless conference facility and 17 
indoor or outdoor event spaces. There is also 
restaurant space dedicated for functions and a  
beachside chapel.

PAICE PrEvIEW

The ‘renewal’ of Port Douglas as an incentive and 
conference destination will be a major focus of the 
Cairns and Great Barrier Reef region during PAICE.

Natalie Johnson, general manager of Flames 
of the Forest and The Beach Shack restaurant 
& Bar, says the Sheraton Mirage Port Douglas 
refurbishment has obviously been a major boost.

There has also been renewed attention on 
offsite event capability in the region, along with 
a refurbishment of the Quicksilver vIII vessel 
and an outer reef platform refurbishment, and 
expansion of Hartley’s Crocodile Adventures. 

‘Port Douglas is experiencing a fantastic 

Hemingway’s Brewery
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Return signed proof to Art Studio, Movie World.

WIN A $2000 HOLIDAY
It’s been a year since we launched our world-class Conference Centre at Sea World 

Resort, and to celebrate we have a range of incredible incentives on o� er, including 

a $2000 holiday*. With six exciting venues available, discover a world of di� erence at 

Village Roadshow Theme Parks and transform your next conference into a truly amazing 

experience. Simply book your new conference with us to be held in 2016-2017 and win.

Call +61 7 5591 0020 or email ConferencesAndEvents@vrtp.com.au

*Terms and conditions apply.

1609530      SEA WORLD © 2016 & TM Sea World Property Trust. 

SEA WORLD RESORT CONFERENCE CENTRE

https://themeparks.com.au/conferences-and-events-test/conferences.aspx
mailto:ConferencesAndEvents@vrtp.com.au
+61 7 5591 0020


Wine and canapés amongst the macadamia trees 
– just one of the different experiences for groups 
large or small on the Sunshine Coast

The website will be promoted at PAICE 2016.
As well as providing information on 

accommodation and services, the website  
(www.businesseventssunshinecoast.com)  
showcases incentive experiences, an easy 
venue and activity search, deals, case 
studies and a planning toolkit complete with 
downloadable resources. 

visit Sunshine Coast chief executive officer, 
Simon Latchford, says the redeveloped website 
is visually engaging, destination-focused, and 

Located in the heart of the Melbourne 
CBD near the Collins St precinct, the hotel’s 
design and character has been inspired by the 
1920s rag traders from which the ‘Paris end’ 
of Melbourne draws much of its flair. It has 
188 rooms as well as distinctive drinking and 
dining establishments.

Also new is QT Bondi, which opened in 
December 2015, plus recently introduced hotel 
kitchen gardens used to supply QT’s signature 
restaurants and bars with fresh herbs, salads 
and selected seasonal fruit and vegetables.

can be viewed on different devices – delivering 
a more personalised experience for planners.

‘The digital tourism landscape has changed 
dramatically since the previous version of 
the website was built in 2012, with a larger 
percentage of visitors now accessing business 
events information via a mobile or tablet device. 

‘The website is the first step for event 
planners researching destinations and seeking 
inspiration. Digital technology is a key element 
in how the industry books events and this new 
site provides direct access to suppliers who can 
deliver the experiences,’ Latchford says.

‘We recognise the value of business events to 
the region with 24,903 business event delegates 
injecting A$36 million into the Sunshine Coast 
economy,’ adds Latchford. ‘In addition to filling 
mid-week capacity and generating a higher 
spend per visitor, business events promote and 
showcase our expertise, innovation and attract 
global leaders and investment decision makers 
who would otherwise not have come to our 

PAICE will also be the place for buyers to hear 
about new upgraded day delegate offers at 
QT Gold Coast and QT Port Douglas, available 
from now until 30 June 2017. Priced from $65, 
the day delegate package includes additional 
morning and afternoon tea catering, upgraded 
seated lunch and a 30 minute cocktail reception 
with food and beverage.

QT Gold Coast has the largest conference 
and event facilities in the portfolio with 15 
dedicated conference rooms and a myriad of 
outdoor event options catering for up to 750 
delegates, closely followed by QT Canberra 
and QT Port Douglas.

Plans for QT Perth are currently underway.

region,’ he adds. 
The new website development project 

follows a string of successful bids by BESC 
including the Australian Event Awards and 
Symposium that was held on the Sunshine 
Coast from 21-23 September 2016, Australian 
Macadamia Industry Conference held 18-20 
October 2016 and Australian Society of Travel 
Writers AGM and Awards event to be held  
18-20 August 2017.

New website for business 
on Sunshine Coast
Business Events 
Sunshine Coast (BESC) 
has unveiled a new look 
website offering a range 
of services tailored to 
event planners.

PAICE PrEvIEW

QT promotes new 
hotels, features
The opening of its 
Melbourne hotel in 
September this year 
will be one of the 
messages highlighted 
by QT Hotels & 
Resorts at PAICE. Interactive food stations are among the 

distinctive features at Qt Gold Coast

Qt Port Douglas
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BOOK YOUR EVENT TODAY: 
+61 2 4761 1800  |  groups@ifly.com.au  |  

SYDNEY | GOLD COAST | PERTH

TAKE YOUR NEXT EVENT To NEW HEIGHTS

•  Function Rooms
•  Group sizes 3 to 300
•  All Abilities
•  Hotel Transfers

BridgeClimb with 
extra touches

BridgeClimb offers a number of 
experiences for groups

Blackman Gallery, 
Adelaide (adelaide©)

A key message from the bureau will be how it 
can provide complimentary assistance to New 
Zealand professional conference organisers.

Options in Adelaide include closing down a 
city laneway for breakfast or dinner, or heading 
out to Penfolds and tasting the famous Grange. 
Other choices include a sunset cruise along 
the coast (often with dolphins for company) 
followed by a gourmet barbecue on the balcony 
of Stamford Grand Adelaide.

Further inland, but only an hour from the 
city, groups can reach famous wine areas such 
as Barossa valley.

Companies can choose from Classic, 
Premium or Ultimate enhancements and each 
option has been created in collaboration with 
some of Australia’s top executive assistants, 
personal assistants and chief executives. A 
host of special pre, during and post-event 

Adelaide Convention 
Bureau will be co-exhibiting 
at PAICE 2016 with 
Adelaide Sightseeing 
Groups & Charters, and 
Stamford Hotels & Resorts.

BridgeClimb in Sydney has further developed 
its corporate packages with options designed 
to motivate and inspire groups and teams.

PAICE PrEvIEW

features, including vIP welcome receptions, 
corporate branding options and catering can 
be added to the climb. 

Buyers at PAICE 2016 will also be able to 
hear about The Canapé Climb and musical 
options that are available on request.

Assisting in 
Adelaide
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‘We will also have a promotion available for 
buyers to take advantage of – up to $800 per 
couple or $400 per person in added-value,’ says 
Dianna Schinella, sales manager Asia Pacific for 
rocky Mountaineer. 

She says details will be released on 4 November, 
2016 just in time for PAICE the following week.

Another reason for buyers to visit the rocky 
Mountaineer stand is to go into the draw to win 
the company’s famous Eat Play Love cookbook 
created by its executive chefs Jean Pierre Guerin 
and Frédéric Couton. ‘Our cookbook exemplifies 
the rocky Mountaineer culinary experience, 
with recipes that celebrate the character of 
Western Canada.’

Hong Kong Airlines will hold a lucky 
draw at PAICE 2016, giving attendees a 
chance to win two business class tickets 
to Hong Kong from Auckland.

The timing is just right, with PAICE 
being held two days before the 
commencement of non-stop services 
between the cities.

On rails in Canada

Key to Korea
Rocky Mountaineer is offering an 
added-value promotion at PAICE

Korean culture and history are big 
drawcards for incentive groups

PAICE PrEvIEW

Rocky Mountaineer will 
be distributing its new 
brochure dedicated 
to groups and the 
meetings and incentives 
market at PAICE 2016. 

Korea is encouraging 
incentive and meeting 
managers to look beyond 
Seoul and out to regional 
areas such as its ‘second 
city’ Busan, the historical 
area of Gyeongju and the 
beachside centre of Yeosu.

Win biz 
class to 

HK

Hee Jin Cho, director MICE promotion team 
with the Korean National Tourism Organization, 
says the office works with regional tourism 
bureaux to promote overseas through trade 
shows and familiarisation tours.  Korea is a 
frequent exhibitor at PAICE and recently hosted 
a Meeting Newz journalist to boost its media and 
trade profile in New Zealand.

Busan, a city that originally arose from refugees 
fleeing the Korean War between 1950 and 1953, 
has a strong infrastructure that includes the 
BEXCO convention and exhibition centre. Along 
with a large auditorium and various exhibition 
halls it includes smaller meeting rooms, banquet 
space and foyers.

Cho says Busan is an ideal centre for 
conferences relating to marine technology and 
biology, ship building and other port and sea 
transport issues.

Yeosu, alternatively, is a seaside destination 
that came into prominence during the World 
Expo 2012 and many of the facilities that were 
developed for that occasion are now being used 
by the meetings sector.

For history and tradition buffs, Gyeongju is 
an obvious choice. The city has taken a leap in 
business events with the opening of the new 
HICO (Hwaebaek International Convention 
Centre) but Gyeogju is best known for its three 
UNESCO World Cultural Heritage sites. Most 
famous are the giant tombs, where Silla kings 
were buried thousands of years ago.
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DELEGATE PACKAGE DAILY RATE
• Half Day Morning Session:  $45.00 per delegate  

Coffee & Tea on Arrival, Morning Tea, Working Lunch, 
Room Hire & AV Equipment.

• Half Day Afternoon Session:  $40.00 per delegate  
Lunch & Afternoon Tea, Room Hire & AV Equipment

• Full Day $60.00 per delegate. 
Coffee & Tea on Arrival, Morning Tea, Working Lunch, 
Afternoon Tea, Room Hire & AV Equipment.

ACCOMMODATION OFFER 
For every 11 paying rooms booked, receive 1 x FOC room 
for stay period.

GENERAL MANAGER ‘WELCOME DRINKS & NIBBLES’ 
(One hour) 
On the night of arrival, all group bookings are invited to 
enjoy a ‘Welcome to Niue’ from the General Manager and 
Management team of Scenic Matavai Resort.

END OF BUSINESS SESSION BEVERAGE PACKAGE - 
DRINKS & NIBBLES (One Hour) 
$25 per delegate.

THEMED CATERING AND ON ISLAND ACTIVITIES 
Contact us for more information on island activities, 
including partner programmes, themed nights and 
catering options available.

Matavai Conference Centre - opening JULY 2017
INTRODUCTORY OPENING OFFER

Niue, a NEW Pacific Island destination to hold your next event

Visit us at our stand at PAICE 2016
For booking and enquiries call 09 377 5767

Booking Period: New Bookings made from 1st July 2016 through to 30th June 2017 (Minimum of 20 guests). 
Conference Period: Valid for any new conference business secured between 1st July 2017 and 30th November 2018.
 Terms and Conditions apply.

https://www.scenichotelgroup.co.nz/locations/south-pacific/niue/scenic-matavai-resort-niue/weddings
https://www.scenichotelgroup.co.nz/locations/south-pacific/niue/scenic-matavai-resort-niue/weddings


HOTEL FACILITIES
Just a few minutes from Fua’amotu Airport and 
a short drive from the capital, Nuku'alofa, Scenic 
Hotel Tonga is the perfect gateway for conference 
and incentive travellers alike.

We have 76 spacious Superior twin or single 
rooms that can be configured to suit the needs of 
our guests. 

During downtime delegates can relax in our 
outdoor pool area, visit the nearby sandy beaches 
and limestones caves or enjoy dramatic cliff walks.

CONFERENCE AND EVENT FACILITIES
Scenic Hotel Tonga boasts the largest number of 
dedicated Conference and Meeting Venues in the 
Kingdom of Tonga, all under the one roof.

The hotel is able to cater for a variety of events 
- be it large or small. Our spacious venue can 
accommodate up to 120 Cocktail style and offers 
7 meeting rooms accompanied by extensive 
outdoor options.

Our complimentary event planning services 
make organising your next event a simple and 
streamlined process.

Scenic Hotel Tonga

tonga@scenichotels.co.nz
scenichotelgroup.co.nz
0800 NZ OWNED (69 69 63)

Nestled in the South Pacific, 
Tonga is the ‘True South 
Pacific’. With over 170 islands, 
there’s plenty to do.
From nature and culture tours 
to diving and whale watching, 
you’ll find it all here.

LOOKING FOR A NEW CONFERENCE VENUE?

Matavai Conference Centre Niue is scheduled 
to open in July 2017 and is taking expressions 
of interest now. 

The facility will have capacity for 180 
guests banquet style and has been designed 
with flexibility and functionality in mind to 
accommodate island conferences, events  
and meetings.

A team of onsite meeting planners will 
be on hand to manage conference and 
accommodation requirements, alongside the 
on-island Niue Tourism Office, and assist with 
offsite venues and activities for team building 
and active pursuits.

Win a trip to Pacific’s 
new conference option

PAICE PrEvIEW

Aerial view of Scenic 
Matavai Resort Niue

Poolside at Scenic 
Matavai Resort

Business event organisers 
will be able to win a trip to 
Niue, slated as the Pacific’s 
new conference and 
incentive destination, when 
they visit PAICE. 

The prize will be a trip for two to Niue flying 
Air New Zealand with accommodation at Scenic 
Matavai resort, and tailored island sightseeing 
experiences in association with Scenic Matavai 
Conference Centre Niue and Niue Island Tourism. 

The announcement of the business card 
draw comes as the construction of Niue’s first 
dedicated conference centre continues. The 
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Incentive or conference organisers who book 
an exclusive charter on Blue Lagoon Cruises for 
travel before 31 March will receive a free bar 
package to the value of F$2000.

Excusive charters depart Port Denarau and 
delegates get use of the company’s private 
island beach on Nanuya Lailai.

The cruise includes daily cultural experiences, 

nightly entertainment and inclusive activities – 
such as snorkelling with sharks or manta rays, 
swimming in sacred caves, reef snorkel safaris 
and other options.

All meals are included from barbecues to 
modern fusion with a taste of Fiji, themed 
dinners and a mix of traditional and  
authentic dishes.

The crew is 100% Fijian and the maximum 
capacity is 68 passengers (34 cabins).

Blue Lagoon Cruises will also be running a 
business card prize draw at the show to win 
a limited edition framed Penny Casey Yasawa 
Islands print.

the Penny Casey Yasawa print that 
can be won at PAICE 2016

Blue Lagoon Cruises 
has plenty of appeal to 

incentive groups

PAICE PrEvIEW

Raising 
the bar
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Blue Lagoon Cruises 
will be promoting its 
free bar package (in 
or out of the water) 
during PAICE this year.
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Getting groups 
to Noumea

Inflight entertainment via Aircalin’s 
player app on Aircalin flights

Aircalin connects 
Auckland to Noumea

Aircalin will be 
promoting its three 

flights per week 
between Noumea 

and Auckland.

They are ideal for the incentive and meetings 
markets, being daytime flights in both directions. 

‘Our current schedule has flights on 
Tuesday, Friday and Sunday – great for three, 
four, and five night durations (and pre-post 
extensions),’ says Angela Hallett, sales manager  
New Zealand, Aircalin.

‘All   flights are operated by Airbus A320 and 
depending on time of year, and notice received, 
we can potentially up-gauge to our larger Airbus 
A330 for larger groups.’

‘We have both economy class and business 
class cabins for any top producers or senior 
execs require that little bit extra.’

Hallett says the airline creates an obligation-
free booking in order to give a guaranteed quote 
on guaranteed seats.

‘We provide full service, every flight - one piece 
of 23kg checked luggage, inflight entertainment 
via the Aircalin player app on Aircalin flights, 
meal and beverage service.’

‘For any groups travelling to indulge in their 
sporting pastime, we offer one additional 23kg 
piece free of charge for sporting equipment 
and for that travel must be on SB ticket, flight 
number and aircraft.

‘Aircalin also has flights to/from its hub in 
Noumea to Sydney, Brisbane, and Melbourne 
as well as to vanuatu, Fiji, Tahiti and Japan so if 
pricing is required to feed delegates in from any 
of these centres we can quote for that too.’
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Lagoons of New Caledonia:
Reef Diversity and Associated Ecosystems
inscribed on the World Heritage List in 2008 
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Macao has already earned its stripes with 
groups, incentive travellers, weddings and 
other leisure and business sector markets. 
represented here by richard Froggatt, the 
Macao Government Tourism Office points out 
that the destination is simple to reach from 
New Zealand.

‘visitors fly direct to Hong Kong with one of 
three carriers that will now service that route – 
Cathay Pacific, Air New Zealand and Hong Kong 
Airlines,’ says Froggatt.

‘When travellers arrive in Hong Kong they 
simply follow the signs at the airport to the 
ferry. It is in the same direction as immigration 
but they simply stay right (rather than going 
through immigration itself ) and arrive at check-
in desks where they hand over their baggage 
tags. The traveller and the bags are both put on 
the next connection to Macao from the airport. 

‘On arrival at Macao, the customer simply 
passes through immigration and will find their 
bags on the carousel. From there it is just a 
transfer or taxi ride to their hotel. It’s extremely 
efficient and simple.’

Why Macao? 

• Macao is located on the western bank of Pearl 
river Delta, 50 minutes from Hong Kong, 
by high-speed ferry. It is a UNESCO World 
Heritage site with over 450 years of history 
– renowned as the original meeting place 
between Europeans and Chinese.Grand Prix action in Macao

Historic sites such as  the ruins of 
St Paul’s abound in Macao

Macao, a frequent exhibitor at PAICE is 
back (Stand 6) to promote its history, 
culture, modern infrastructure and ease of 
access (among other things) this year.

PAICE COvEr STOrY

PAICE delegates 
can find out

Why 
Macao? 
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MGM Cotai

PAICE COvEr STOrY

• The Macao Special Administrative region is 
small and compact, being an area of just over 
30 square kilometres – comprising The Macao 
Peninsular, the islands of Taipa and Coloane 
and finally the reclaimed area of Cotai. The 
population is estimated at around 631,000.

• High speed turbo jet services connect Macao 
with its larger ‘cousin’ Hong Kong, with regular 
transfers made from airport to airport.

• Macao offers visa free entry for nationals from 
over 70 countries, including New Zealand.

• Macao is one of the few cities in the world 
that can host conferences for up to 15,000 
delegates within a single complex that 
includes meeting and function facilities, 
hotels, dining, entertainment and shopping.

• Macao has a rapidly expanding range of 
activities and attractions that are ideal for 
partner programmes and families.

• Macao is a resort destination and is not 
weighed down by the hustle and bustle of 
other major Asian cities. Its compact size 
makes it easy to move around.

• Macao is a destination that combines local 
heritage with annual world-class events such 
as the International Fireworks Competition 
and the Macao Grand Prix.

• Macao is a hub of duty free shopping, with 
an extensive range of international luxury 
brands, in addition to street markets with 
bargains galore.

• The compact nature of Macao means that 
almost all attractions and places of interest are 
no more than 20 minutes from the delagate’s / 
visitor’s hotel.

• Macao is an ideal pace in which to do business. 
Its economy is closely linked to that of Hong 
Kong and Guangdong Province, in particular 
the Pearl river Delta region, which qualifies 
as one of Asia’s ‘little tigers’. Macau provides 
financial and banking services, staff training, 
transport and communications support.

• English is widely spoken and generally 
used in trade, tourism and commerce. 
However, Chinese and Portuguese are the 
official languages, Cantonese being most  
widely spoken.

 Wynn Palace

Macao taipa Houses Museum
Macao is easy to reach by high speed turbo jet 
ferry services – direct from Hong Kong Airport
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the Mandarin’s House built 1869.
•  Macao is also famous for its cuisine and the 

quality of the food served. The SAr has a 
fine selection of coffee shops in Portuguese 
style selling delicious pastries and providing 
the chance to experience a traditional 
Portuguese egg tart, and coconut cake. 
Portuguese restaurants are found all over 
Macao, especially close to the A-Mar Temple. 
In many of the restaurants, Portuguese and 
Chinese cooking comes together in a cascade 
of special tastes.

•  Walking tours of the city abound and a variety 
of set walking tours are available.

•  Join the locals in Tai Chi in the various gardens 
throughout the city.

•  The adventurous can experience a bungy 
jump at the Macau Tower, the tallest 
commercial jump in the world.

•  Macao is where East meets West so visitors 
will find museums, fortresses, lighthouses, 
temples, churches and other architecture of 
interest in an area of only 30 square metres.

•  Unusual venues for incentives and themed 
dinners, gala facilities abound.

Macao:  
Once seen...
never forgotten
•  Macao’s hotel inventory has something to 

meet everyone’s tastes, budgets and needs. 
This now includes new hotels such as Wynn 
Palace and Sands Parisian Macao, which join 
names such as MGM Macau; Four Seasons 
Hotel Macau, Cotai Strip; Crown Towers; 
Grand Hyatt Macau; Sofitel Macau at Ponte 6 
and many more.

•  Macao’s nightlife is famous for its variety, 
its frantic pace and constant change. For 
night owls this is a city that doesn’t sleep 
and show time is 24 hours a day  - with 
attractions such as the dramatic House of  
the Dancing Waters.

•  Shopping that appeals to all tastes can be 

found in Macao – from international luxury 
brands in modern shopping complexes 
through to traditional fare at Senado Square 
and bargains at the red Markets. A shopping 
experience with a difference for the more 
adventurous is to be found on the other side 
of Avenida Almeida ribero, where people can 
browse among shops selling jewellery, curios, 
dried foods and snakes.

•  Macao is full of history that can easily be 
found by incentive and reward programme 
delegates, their partners and other visitors. 
It is easy to visit iconic sites such as St Paul’s, 
Mount Fortress and Macao Museum, A-Ma 
Temple, Moorish Barracks, Lilau Square, and 

Macao is famous for its cuisine

the Parisian Macao

E mail:  macao@regencytourism.com 
Mobile: 021 750 944

Website:  www.macaotourism.gov.mo

18   tRAvELinc PAICE Preview october 2016

http://www.macaotourism.gov.mo/
http://www.macaotourism.gov.mo/
mailto:macao@regencytourism.com


http://www.samoa.travel/


PAICE PrEvIEW

wedding venue that holds up to 120 seated 
guests, a private bar, and 360 degree views of 
the ocean.

Also newly opened is Sheraton Samoa  
Aggie Grey’s Hotel & Bungalows, with four 
meeting spaces.

It offers a wide range of function rooms 
to cater to smaller meetings with two to 10 
executives or high profile conferences and 
incentive trips with up to 500 guests.

New meeting 
places in Samoa

taumeasina Island Resort

and the weddings sector will be huge for us.’
The ballroom at Taumeasina has a capacity 

of 600. This room can also be subdivided 
into three conference rooms holding up to 
250 each. Two private break-out rooms are 
also available and serve as areas for training 
sessions and secretariats. Each room holds up 
to 20 people theatre style and have bathroom 
and kitchenette facilities.

The resort also has a dedicated ‘vasa’ 

New Zealand representative for Taumeasina 
Island resort, Laura Wadsworth says the 
property is well placed for the conference 
market. ‘We opened in July this year and we 
have already hosted conferences and shows, 

Brand new meeting 
options in Samoa will be 
showcased at PAICE.
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Bintan Island is just off the south coast of 
Singapore. Activities available for delegates 
include yoga by the sea at sunset and sunrise, 
stand-up paddle boarding and twilight trapeze. 
Other activities designed to promote relaxation 
include pilates, sailing, kayaking, tennis, water 
polo, and beach volleyball.

The resort also has an 18 hole golf course 
with wide ocean views, plus a nine hole forest 
course. A hilltop Asmara spa plus a range of bars 
and restaurants (including a la carte restaurant 
La Terrasse and The Waterfall main restaurant) 
are also features.

Club Med Bintan Island reopens 27 November 
2016, with all renovations completed by 
February 2017.

Club Med Bintan Island has a new look

Club Med Bintan Island’s big makeover will be a 
focus of the company’s presence at PAICE. The 
project sees the all-inclusive resort transformed 
into a family-friendly holistic wellness escape.

New look for Club
Med Bintan Island

PH: 09 373 3435 | airvanuatu@airvanuatu.co.nz 

Like us on Facebook:  /airvanuatu

www.airvanuatu.com

generated at BeQRious.com

Summer’s here!
Only 3 hours away, you 

can go adventuring on a 

live volcano, witness land 

diving, experience incredible 

fishing and scuba diving. 

...Or just laze on the beach 

and indulge in a great book.

Don’t wait, book now!  
There’s so much more to do  

in Vanuatu!
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STAY
INSPIRED.

STAY YOU. ™
www.vanuatu.holidayinnresorts.com  
P: 22040
E: sales.vanuatu@ihg.com

‘Welkam’ to Holiday Inn Resort Vanuatu, an oasis 
within Port Vila and a destination that will inspire 
delegates at your next conference, incentive or 
event.

The stunning location, outstanding event facilities 
and 148 superbly appointed accommodation 
rooms will infuse excitement as delegates 
experience true Melanesian charm and hospitality.

• Versatile function rooms
• Marquee space
• Resort private island and beach
• Catering for up to 200 delegates
• Exceptional food & beverage

Our experienced team understand the demands 
in organising any event and are focused to ensure 
every aspect runs seamlessly.

Although the vanuatu Tourism Office and 
Air vanuatu are frequent visitors to the expo, 
this year’s contingent is being bolstered by The 
ramada Port vila (opening in April 2017), the 
refurbished Holiday Inn, The Warwick with its 
large convention centre and the upgraded Iririki 
Island resort and Spa.

Jacquie Carson, manager New Zealand 
with vanuatu Tourism Office (vTO) says the 
organisation is getting behind the operators 
and assisting them to get more exposure with 
professional conference oragnisers. 

We are also promoting vanuatu’s outer 
islands like Santo and Tanna because they have 

the Ramada Port vila, 
opening next year

The biggest contingent 
of hotels and resorts yet 
from Vanuatu will be at 
PAICE this year.

Vanuatu 
ups the 

ante

boutique properties ideal for corporate retreats 
and breakaways and vIP add-ons. ‘The diversity 
that vanuatu offers is a real selling point for the 
conference and incentive sector.’ 

Air vanuatu flies to Port vila from Auckland 
three times a week (four in high season) and the 
repair of the runway that has caused controversy 
(at vila) is progressing in terms of a contract now 
being tendered out. ‘We are pretty much over 

the problems we have had and looking forward 
to a good year.’

The new ramada is being represented here 
by Coconuts Marketing and will offer studios 
and one and two bedroom suites. It will feature 
state-of-the-art facilities including an onsite 
restaurant and bar, a swimming pool, a gym and 
two conference rooms that will accommodate 
up to 140 guests.
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Contact:  NZ Representative – Jacquie Carson
Email:  j.carson@xtra.co.nz    Ph: (021) 704730   www.vanuatu.travel

We are all social beings. Making new friends broadens our understanding of the 
world and ourselves. Vanuatu, with its rich culture and welcoming people, is the 
perfect place to make new friends and discover new perspectives – the perfect 
location for your companies next conference, incentive or reward.

Vanuatu... its been right in 
front of you all along

Located minutes from Port villa town, the 
resort is quiet and has lagoon frontage. With 
several packages to choose from including 
versatile function rooms, marquee space on 
the resort’s private beach and various onsite 
locations, Holiday Inn resort vanuatu can cater 
for up to 200 delegates. 

Simon Douthett, general manager of the 
resort, says that it combines flexible conference 
and event facilities with 148 guest rooms 
including 10 overwater villas located on its own 
private Erongo Island.

Full and half day conference packages are 
available and include room hire, food and 
beverage catering, as well as complimentary 
use of a lecterns, projectors, flipcharts and 
whiteboards. Extra room accessories available 
include staging, PA system (mixer, speakers 
and/or amplifier and a wired handheld 
microphone), wired microphones with table 
stand, wireless internet connection, marquees, 
secretariat services (PC, printer, photocopier),  
and technical assistance.

Meetings 
with benefits

Event organisers can 
receive a multitude 
of benefits at Holiday 
Inn Resort Vanuatu.

Holiday Inn Resort vanuatu

PAICE PrEvIEW
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‘Unsurprisingly, we have seen a huge surge 
of interest in exotic and little-known Myanmar 
in recent times.  Having set up our operation 
there more than 12 years ago, Destination Asia 
is perfectly placed to offer superior service to 
our MICE clientele in-country.

‘Having recently completed a full site visit, I 
am pleased to say that there have been many 
advances in infrastructure in recent times, 
particularly in high end river cruising which 
is an ideal way to see more remote areas of 
the country whilst still being able to meet the 
conferencing or incentive needs of corporates.

‘Access is also easier – Myanmar should 
be thought of somewhat like vietnam or 
Cambodia in terms of flight routes, with good 
connections via Bangkok with Bangkok Airways 
and Singapore with Singapore Airlines. Yangon 
and Mandalay are both international airports 
which ensures easy programme ‘flow’.’

An ideal itinerary for a group of up to fifty 
incentive clients would see them arrive into 
Yangon, a charming English colonial city, 
dominated by the impressive Shwedagon 

Pagoda, a must see at sunset. ‘Enjoy dinner 
in the beautiful Le Planteur restaurant which 
has moved to a new location overlooking 
expansive grounds and a lake.  visit the famous 
Scott Market where you can bargain for 
gemstones and exquisite lacquerware before a 
short flight to the ancient capital of Bagan, with 
its desert plain of thousands and thousands of 
stone stupas. Here a hot air balloon ride will 
leave you breathless.’

The r.v. Strand is the newest cruise to join 
the Ayeyarwady river. ‘This exceptional vessel 
delivers impeccable service from the fabulous 
crew, incredible cuisine and just the right 
amount of touring and cultural highlights 
right from the vessel, ensuring a maximising 
of available time in perfect surrounds,’ says 
Naylor. Sailing between Bagan and Mandalay, 
the cruise can be scheduled or chartered for 
two, three or four night journeys and includes 
onboard demonstrations, guest speakers  
and performers. 

Extension options to Inle Lake or the beaches 
of Ngapali are a short hop away. 

visas for Myanmar are now processed pre-
departure electronically.

‘Our team on the ground recently 
conducted a programme for 400 Australian 
delegates in Yangon – the largest ever to hit 

Myanmar’s shores, so clients can be sure we 
have the experience and know-how to deliver 
on expectations.’ 

Destination Asia has updated online country 
brochures, image libraries and an event 
website to support planners in gaining a better 
understanding of its product offerings. 

Make it 
Myanmar

Destination Asia’s 
Australian and New 
Zealand Manager, 
Nicole Naylor, is excited 
to promote an updated 
product offering in 
Myanmar (formerly 
known as Burma) to 
New Zealand PCOs 
during the upcoming 
PAICE tradeshow.

R.v. Strand

Delegates can explore 
Myanmar’s culture
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Every bride deserves to feel like a princess on her wedding day. 
Choose Grand Pacific Hotel for you romantic fairy tale.

For enquiries: Tel: +679 3222 000 or email: events@gph.com.fj
Victoria Parade 584 - 628, Suva, Fiji Islands

GRANDPACIFICHOTEL.COM.FJ

Say... “I do”... in Paradise.
Say...“I do”
...in Paradise.
Every bride deserves to feel like 

a princess on her wedding day. 

Choose Grand Pacific Hotel for 

you romantic fairy tale.

For enquiries: 

Tel: +679 3222 000 or  

email: events@gph.com.fj

Victoria Parade 

584 - 628, Suva, 

Fiji Islands

GRANDPACIFICHOTEL.COM.FJ
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SKYCITY Auckland Convention Centre 
Wednesday November 9, 2016  
9.00am - 4.00pm

The Pacific Area Incentives & Conferences Expo (PAICE) is the place where  New Zealand based incentive 

and conference organisers, group and special interest tour operators, corporate travel agents and 

others who manage business events connect with the world on one day and under one roof. Be it 

an incentive banquet at a Maharaja’s palace in India, a corporate fishing trip in Vanuatu, or an offsite 

dinner under the stars at Uluru - you can source all of that and much more at PAICE 2016.

Pacif ic Area Incentives & Conferences Expo 2016

2016
Broadening the Boundaries for Business Events

2016
Register at  www.paicexpo.co.nz

www.paicexpo.co.nz
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